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Welcome!
Calendar of Events & Deadlines
Nov 15 ................... Live Your Dream
deadline for applications to clubs
Dec 2 ......... Int'l Day for the Abolition
of Slavery
Dec 4 .... Deadline to vote on proposed
SIA bylaws and resolutions - must be
received at Headquarters
Dec 10 ........... Human Rights Day: SI
Dec 10th Appeal
Jan 10 ............. Dist I Pres' Roundtable
Old City Hall, Gilroy, 11:30 am

Jan 11 .......... Dist II Pres' Roundtable,
Oakdale, 11:30 am
Jan 17 .......... Dist III Pres' Roundtable
Carrington Park, Clovis, 11:30 am
Feb 7 ...................SPR Board Meeting
Feb 10 . Fellowship Awards Apps due
March 7 ... S Club Conference, Delano
Delano High School
May 15 ................. Region Conference
Embassy Suites, SLO
July 9-12 .......................... 20th SI Int'l
Convention, Istanbul, Turkey
July 20-23, 2016 .... SIA 44th Biennial
Convention, Disney World, Florida

Message from your Governor
Changes! We presented information at the district meetings about the changes
our clubs are including this club year. Read more about the Live Your Dream
Education and Training Awards and notice the earlier deadline for clubs to receive
applications. Jan King, region chairman for this program, created an excellent
handout for her presentation at the district meetings. She summarized information
from the LYD Toolkit and guided us through the process of obtaining applicants,
completing the paperwork, etc.
Mentioning district meetings, I want to thank and congratulate those members
involved: District Directors Linda Silveira, Bonnie White Silveria and Laura Cross
did a super job of organizing and working with host clubs, SI Los Banos, SI Manteca
and SI North San Mateo County. Many workers helped make us welcome and able
to come away with lots of new information and a new Soroptimist friend or two!
Region Treasurer Terry Hughes deserves bouquets of thanks and praise for handling
registration and finances for ALL three meetings! If you missed the meeting, and
would like more information, please contact your district director
Even though the May 15-17, 2015 region conference is months away, there's a
big change coming that clubs could start planning for now. Leadership Academy
will be part of region conference this year. Embassy Suites, San Luis Obispo, has
rooms that easily accommodate three club members. Do you know that our bylaws
no longer dictate ALL funds raised from the public must only go to charity?
Expenses for Soroptimist education are allowed and some clubs do set aside a small
percentage for their delegate fund. Some clubs plan small fundraisers to use for
delegate expenses. A potluck dinner with white elephant sales is a popular one. The
next issue of our newsletter will contain information about guest speakers and topics.
How are you doing with having a response ready when someone asks, "What is
Soroptimist?" My best response is still saying, "Our mission is improving the lives
of women and girls through programs leading to social and economic
empowerment." Then I'll mention how my club and my region give the Live Your
Dream Awards cash grants to women who are working to better their lives through
schooling and skills training.
Our membership is growing! At least four clubs have inducted three new
members each! More news on that next time. Keep planning those membership
recruitment events!
Governor Debbie

SOROPTIMIST: Improving the lives of women and girls through programs leading to social and economic empowerment.

SOROPTIMIST PROGRAMS
Live Your Dream: Education and Training Awards for Women
It may have a new name and new look, but the “Live Your
Dream Awards” program (formerly Women’s Opportunity Award)
is the one project that for 42 years has brought together the many
and varied clubs in our region and federation to award women who
are building better lives for themselves and their families through
education and training. The Live Your Dream Awards are our way
of giving a “hand up” to women who have overcome tremendous
obstacles to get to where they are today. As our clubs find ways to
increase our awards both in dollars and numbers, how can we do even more?
Beyond a cash award, clubs can provide on-going support and encouragement to our award
recipients in ways that deepen the impact of the award. We can seek to create a long-lasting
relationship with recipients through on-going contact and mentoring; providing assistance in
developing job seeking skills, letters of recommendation, and helping with her wardrobe.
Financial assistance throughout the year with gift cards (both practical and fun), holiday gifts
for her and family, and helping with her children’s back-to-school expenses are also examples
of providing support. Include her in club activities. Most importantly, let her know that a
community of successful women believe in her, encourage her, and support her. The “Live
Your Dream Awards program is our opportunity to help thousands of women create inspired
lives worthy of their potential. Thank you Sierra Pacific Region Soroptimists for your
commitment to this important program.
New club deadline is November 15th and deadline for clubs to send “your transmittal” to me,
your region chair, is February 1, 2015. Please contact me for any help you may need
janking831@aol.com or (831) 722-6831
Jan King, Chair
“Live Your Dream: Education & Training Awards for Women”

*

*

*

Pictured below is our 2013 Sierra Pacific Region Women’s Opportunity Award
winner, Loretta Webb and her children. Loretta has completed her degree, is now
employed by the City of Ceres, and has been a member of SI Ceres for 2 years.
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DISTRICT I REPORT by Laura Cross
The District I Meeting was at a new venue this year, the Seascape Golf Clubhouse in Aptos. We had a great
turnout with all the clubs attending and a total attendance of 67 including the Sierra Pacific Region Officers.
Janice Minyard, Dream It, Be It, Chair gave a presentation on the new program for girls. Oranee Daniels from the
San Francisco club shared how their club mentors girls by meeting with them one on one or as a group, granting a
“back to school” wish list, assisting with transition to college, a care package during holidays, and assisting with
potential internship and job training. Thank you SI North San Mateo County club for hosting!
Recently SI Capitola By-the-Sea combined an orientation for all nine new members and a club retreat to
organize committees at a secret location in the Aptos foothills.
Calendar Dates:
• SI Los Gatos-Saratoga club is hosting an Awakening Women’s Potential Luncheon on Nov 6, 11:30am-2pm, at
the Villa Ragusa in Campbell, 35 S. 2nd St. Tickets are available at www.awp2014.eventbrite.com, $40 per
person. The keynote speaker is Sister Rosemary Everett on the topic of human trafficking.
• Coming Feb 28, 2015, SI Santa Clara-Silicon Valley’s Old Bag Luncheon.
• Fall 2015 Canada & New England Cruise on the NEW Regal Princess Line! Join SI Carmel Bay in a whirlwind
of relaxation, stunning beauty, plenty of cocktail parties and group events, fun, and even an official Soroptimist
meeting! In addition, if that were not enough, we are planning an add-on shopping extravaganza shopping
trip to New York, searching out the garment district for its great buys! The cruise is October 17 – 24, with
prices beginning at $899. Contact Nancy Neville at sicbnancy@gmail.com or at 303-588-6188.
• Dec 10 is SI North San Mateo Co. holiday dinner and teddy bear benefit for Crime Victims United.
• District I Presidents' Roundtable, Sat., Jan. 10, 2015, Old City Hall Restaurant, Gilroy, 11:30 a.m.

DISTRICT II REPORT by Bonnie White Silveria
District II clubs have been busy this fall with membership mixers, fundraisers and community projects.
• SI Amador will work with Operation Care in their community to assist with the Purple People Run.
Operation Care is the local agency helping domestic violence and sexual assault victims. They will also
increase their public awareness by dressing as witches and handing out candy at the local mall and be judges
for a Halloween costume contest.
• SI Modesto held a new member reception in September and will follow that with a new member luncheon in
February. Their pancake breakfast and craft fair will be on October 19.
• SI Gustine Newman is planning a new member mixer for October 22 and will be doing an enchilada take out
on November 12, raising funds for the Live Your Dream Award.
• SI Lodi has been busy creating one club from two. SI Lodi Sunrise and SI Lodi are merging into one club, so
that means a good deal of work in putting together a new budget and club procedures. They are actively
recruiting new members and have had 4 new/returning members join so far this year.
• SI Twain Harte’s project, Girls’ Circle, gets underway in early October. They also held a “Get to Know Us”
potluck on October 2.
Continued on Page 4
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•
•

SI Manteca is hosting a fun Country Store event and luncheon on Oct 28.
SI Ceres will be holding its annual Fabulous Fall Auction on November 15. It has held a planning meeting
for the Dream It Be It Program and is actively distributing information to potential applicants for the Live
Your Dream Award.

Good job, District II clubs, 12 of our 13 clubs gave to Club Giving in 2014 nine of those gave at the Dreamers ($500
level) or higher. Remember! President’s Roundtable is Sunday, January 11. Watch for details.

District III Report by Linda Silveira
Fall is a glorious season of the year, full of change and the anticipation of many family and community
gatherings. I am looking forward to visiting with each of you at the individual club meetings in the coming
months. I am anxious to hear about your successes and those opportunities requiring you to stretch your wings.
We are embarking on the Dream It – Be It initiative, an exciting time. Like the Fall season, it will require us to
adapt, and make a few changes. I know you will embrace this improvement with your generous hearts, because
you are the Best of Women. I too have a goal to accomplish during my tenure. That goal is to help each of the
clubs in our district achieve the recognition of joining those who already give 10% to S.I.A. As you know, funds
earmarked for Club Giving come back to us at the local level in the way of Live Your Dream awards. Although it
may seem like a significant amount to give, please keep in mind that the funds will be returned to very deserving
recipients here in District III. Through our collective effort we can make a difference in many individual lives,
and thus leave a lasting legacy of a better society for our children and grandchildren. I hope that each club will
either continue this custom, or adopt it with a passion if not previously participating. Have a happy Fall season,
and look for me in the coming months.
Calendar Dates: SI Visalia is planning a Bunco Night on Oct 19. Oct 25 is a very busy night: SI Tulare is
hosting a membership tea, SI Clovis celebrates Denim & Diamonds, and SI Hanford has scheduled a progressive
dinner. SI Hanford will hold a membership luncheon on Oct 28, and on Nov 1, SI Turlock starts celebrating the
season with a Holiday Affair. Just before Thanksgiving, SI Hanford will present its annual Festival of Trees on
Nov 22, and a Christmas party on Dec 16. SI Turlock ends the year with a tea on Dec 7 and a Christmas Party on
Dec 16. Do not forget the Presidents Roundtable on January 17, 2015!
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At our current level of funding, we are able
to give Live Your Dream Awards to only
about 30% of women who apply for them
and with the launch of Dream It, Be It:
Career Support for Girls this year, funds are
needed to ensure the program’s success.
REGION FUNDRAISING CHAIRMAN
As your Region Fundraising Chair, I’m
asking clubs to remember to add a line for
Club Giving into your budget this year, if you
haven’t already. Governor Debbie has set a
goal that 100% of clubs in Sierra Pacific
Region to contribute at least 10% of their
fundraising dollars to Club Giving.
Are you or your members thinking that you
prefer to keep your fundraising dollars in
your community rather than contributing to
Club Giving? While local projects are
important, your club, as a member of
Soroptimist International of the Americas, is
part of a movement beyond your local
community. When your club makes a Club
Giving contribution of at least 10% of what
your club raises locally, you help ensure our
federation can increase the number of women
and girls who benefit from our global
programs. As Soroptimists, we envision a
world where all women and girls have the
resources and opportunities to reach their full
potential and live their dreams! To get there,
each of the 1300 plus clubs throughout 20
countries and territories that make up our
federation join together in providing financial
support to our unique and amazing programs
through Club Giving.
In just the past five years, SIA has given
more than $3 million in funds through the
Live Your Dream: Education & Training
Awards for Women, the Violet Richardson
Award and Soroptimist Club Grants for
Women & Girls. These programs help
change the lives of thousands of women and
girls around the world and are funded directly
from your Club Giving contributions.
Fall 2014

Please make your contribution this club year,
and when you fill in the transaction form or
the online donation form, make sure you let
SIA Headquarters know that your club’s
contribution is at least 10% of the funds
raised locally; there’s a check box on the
form, so it’s easy.
In case our fabulous programs aren’t
incentive enough for you, all clubs giving at
least 10% of the funds raised locally will be
entered in a drawing for a $500 Live Your
Dream Award from SIA for the club to award
in the 2015-16 club year. The minimum
donation for the draw is $250.
You’ll be hearing from me throughout the
club year. If any member has a question
about Club Giving, Founders Pennies, Laurel
Society or Give A Dream - Monthly Giving
Program, I am here to help and only an email
away!
Our federation programs are the heart of our
mission, and with YOUR CLUB'S HELP to
fund them, we will help more women and
girls achieve social and economic
empowerment and reach their dreams.
Here’s to a great club year and to Sierra
Pacific Region reaching our goal of 100%
participation in Club Giving!
Pam Taylor
Fundraising Chair
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SPR FELLOWSHIP AWARD
Dear Soroptimists, itt is with great pleasure that I
announce that doctoral programs
rograms have already been
contacted and that our region
egion will once again offer an
award of up to $5000 to a doctoral degree candidate
to support them during their last year of study. Our
hope is to support women who are working in field
fields
that support the Soroptimist mission
ission of social and
economic empowerment for all women and girls. N
Not
every region gives out this award,
ward, so when the
Fellowship awardee stands on the podium at our
spring conference
onference in San Luis Obispo, they will be
reminded that every SPR Soroptimist gave $4 of
their dues to them so that they will become a strong
voice for all women! How special will they feel?
How special will we all feel!

Have you searched our recently launched
website? A huge thanks goes to webmaster
Bonnie Armandariz of SI Delano. Bonnie spent
hours loading information and setting up each
page. She did all of this at no expense to the
region, so please thank her when you
y see her.
Bonnie used the template provided by SIA.
Clubs may use the same one or choose from two
other designs.

See you at conference May 15-17,
17, 2015.
Lynette Grandison
Fellowship Chair
(Lynette's contact information is included in the SPR
directory.)

MORE NEWS
Soroptimists Celebrating Success award forms are being judged right now! The winners will be
announced and recognized at the region conference in May, 2015.. A huge thank you to all the clubs who
submitted applications. Sherry Pearson, SI Los Banos is chairing this committee and also serving as club
president. Thank you, Sherry,
herry, for your time and effort
effort.
Clubs,
bs, please plan to submit an application for projects you are working on this year. The new
deadline will be July 1, 2015. All the information you need is on the Soroptimist.org website.
For the December 10 President's Appeal, we will continue to design
designate
ate funds to support club projects
focused on education and leadership through the Soroptimist club grants for women and girls. When
Soroptimist clubs from around the world selected education and leadership as the focus for Soroptimist
International work, we were well positioned by having the Club Grants in place.
Our federation's core value is "Women and girls deserve to lead full and productive lives through
access to education." Send your club's donation on the SIA financial transmittal form.
VOTE!!! Your club should have received the ballot from headquarters to vote on the proposed
amendments to the SIA Bylaws and Resolutions. Please consider carefully the proposals then cast your
ballot representing the will of the majority of the voting members of your club. If your club did not send
a delegate to the convention, and you have questions, please contact your district director or any board
member. The ballot must be RECEIVED at headquarters by December 4, 2014. Be sure to follow the
instructions included in the mailing.
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PUBLIC AWARENESS NEWS
• Good to go to Facebook!
With critical help from our previous Public
Awareness (PA) lead, JoAnn Found, our new
administrators are now ready and eager to
begin posting your Soroptimist-related news,
events and photos on the Sierra Pacific
Region (SPR) Facebook (FB) page.
To keep everyone in the loop and provide
guidance regarding formats, use of logos,
etc., the three district directors have agreed to
have clubs send their items to them and once
they’re good to go, the directors will relay
them on to our new administrators, Rayanna
Richardson and Katie Elstad, for final
posting.
Clubs in District I can send their items to
Laura Cross: spdistrict1director@soroptimist.net;
District II clubs can send to Bonnie White
Silveria: spdistrict2director@soroptimist.net; and
District III clubs can send their information
to Linda Silveira: spdistrict3director@soroptimist.net.

The SPR FB page has been rather quiet over
the summer, but we’re ready for action now
that installations are over and district
meetings are set, so let the good times roll
right onto that page.
•

How to Make News

Public Awareness (PA) is sometimes an art—
and the art of listening is your best tool.
As you listen to your fellow club members
talk and plan an event, a meeting, or some

other goal they’d like to meet, you can go
to a “parallel” universe and say to yourself:
“How can I make news out of that
idea/event?”
If you attended the “R U Talkin’ 2 Me”
presentation at the Leadership Academy
recently held in Modesto, you learned that
the definition of news is: “What is unique?”
So think about your event or meeting and
ask yourself and your colleagues, how you
can make whatever it is you’re doing
unique enough to make it news worthy.
Once you do that you can figure out what
media you would use to get the attention
you want. Using traditional media, print
needs more detail, TV—is a visual
medium—so you need to determine how
visual your event is. Radio is good to
discuss and describe issues or events, but
be aware that there are very few radio
stations
that
have
public
affairs
programming. It takes some research to
determine where those opportunities lie.
And don’t forget social media—as was also
explained at the Leadership Academy,
social media is talking one-to-one around
the water cooler while traditional media
(print, TV, radio) is one-to-many
(thousands!). Everything you send to
traditional media should also be posted to
all the social media tools at your disposal.
That way you get to talk to everyone in
your community.
Kate McGuire
Public Awareness Chair
kate.mcguire@comcast.net
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SIA SOROPTIMIST SUMMARY
OCT 2014
In this month's Summary, SIA President
Poco Davis reminded clubs of the
December 4 deadline to submit the 2014
Laws and Resolutions ballot materials
that were mailed out in early October. She
also advised of the upcoming club email
system changes taking place December 15.
The system will now be cloud-based M/S
Office 365, known for its security and
reliability. More information will be on the
SIA website in late October.
Dream It, Be It Program: The whitepaper, "If She Can Dream It: Providing
Role Models and Mentors for 21st Century
Girls Empowerment," is a 25-page report
written by
journalist, Elizabeth Kiem
detailing the significant groundwork
undertaken for Dream It, Be It, a vision that
began in 2012. It's worth reading.
The Power of Women and Girls: Below
is the powerful info-graphic that explains
the changes that takes place when we
educate women and girls:

MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT
It was great to see so many of you at your district meeting. I hope
you have considered having a membership recruitment event or social.
The goal is for each club to gain new
members; with new members comes
many a hand for help on fundraisers,
service projects, and not to mention aids
to new ideas, talents, a variety of skills
and energy. I want to share just one of
the obstacles addressed with me: we are
too busy to add one more thing to our
club.
Consider this; if you are already hosting a variety of social events,
(which most of do) just consider inviting a friend, colleague, neighbor
or family member. You don’t have to double your work, you simply
added more people to attend your party. The more the merrier is a
formula for a successful celebration.
I have attended my first new member mixer with SI Clovis. I
watched the enthusiasm of current members that were able to tout the
many special facets of their club. I can report that there has been
growth from the event as expected. Again I can’t stress enough the
importance of follow-up. After hosting a program or social where
guests have been invited please extend or welcome a return visit. Be
sure to keep your invitations coming to any of the region board and/or
membership committees. If you would please let me know the results,
I will gladly report your success to the region on all your efforts and
positive growth. Good luck to SI Modesto North and SI Hanford who
are both hosting membership meetings later in the month.
To date I have received a total of 5 prospective names from SIA for
SI San Francisco. Although one already became a new member, they
are working with two more possibilities. Two of the prospects could
not meet and we are encouraged to become a “Dreamer” with the
LIveYourDream.org campaign. I do foresee them gaining one if not
both of the prospective members by their next meeting. How exciting
is that? What is this club doing that is attracting inquiries into SIA?
They are certainly active stirring up the news in their community.
Good Luck and keep up the great work SI San Francisco.
Lastly, I will be sending a brochure towards the end of the month as
your Membership Correspondence Tip of the Month. If you are
looking at something to print that can be used as a membership
recruitment tool, I think this may fit your needs. You can tailor fit the
brochure with your club name and address information, and it allows
you to input your club projects that makes it unique to your
community. Many ideas for membership will overlap into Public
Awareness, so don’t hesitate to look in both areas of the SIA website
for all your resources and material. Happy Halloween!
Tana S. Elizondo
Membership Chair
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Tip of the Month

October is
Domestic Violence Awareness Month!
Soroptimist
formally
adopted
the
prevention of domestic violence as a major
focus in 1994. They have especially
emphasized a campaign that reaches out to
the workplace since most domestic abuse
victims work outside the home and violence
often spills over into the workplace.
I know about this first hand since one of
the employees that worked for me in the late
1980’s would come to work physically
battered (as much as she tried to hide it).
Her spouse would call several times a day to
harass her and sometimes came in
threatening her. We had to get a restraining
order so that he could not enter the
workplace, and had to change her job since
she was responsible for answering the
phone for the office. At that time, I was not a
Soroptimist, but was able to get counseling
for her and she was able to go to the
battered women’s shelter and get out of the
situation. I could have used all the
information we now have available in
Soroptimist.
There is much that your club can do to
help deal with the issue of domestic
violence.
SIA
has
a
website:
http://www.soroptimist.org/members
/program/program_workplacecampaign.html
that gives all kinds of great information
including policy guidelines, campaign
instructions, hotline cards that you can adapt
to your community, publicity materials, a fact
sheet as well as other resources.
You can also support your local battered
women’s shelter in a variety of ways, provide
a workshop or speaker for the community on
domestic violence, partner with other
organizations
to
provide
prevention
programs, participate in local and national
walks/runs such as “One Billion Women
Rising.”

I’m sure that many of you are already doing
a variety of activities to this end, and we
would love to hear from you – particularly on
the SPR Facebook page! Let me know what
you are doing and we will help you get the
word out.
Dianne Sharples, Chair
Prevention of Violence Against
Women and Girls

kk

Throughout the month of October, Soroptimist/
LiveYourDream.org and PetBox will be featuring the
#PurpleYourPet campaign (purple is the color
signifying domestic violence awareness) to bring
attention to the link between pet and domestic
abuse.
Visit https://getpetbox.com/purple to take action.
Additional suggestions for those who want to help
domestic abuse survivors and their pets include:
•
•
•
•

Contact local domestic violence shelters to see
whether they accept pets.
If not, offer to foster a pet for a woman fleeing a
domestic violence situation.
Share the flyer http://bit.ly/purple-your-pet-flyer
with pet-loving people.
Donate to organizations working to help survivors
and eliminate abuse.

(excerpt from http://www.soroptimist.org/news/pr_petbox.html)
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Soroptimist improves the lives of women and girls through
programs leading to social and economic empowerment.

SPR BOARD MEMBERS
Governor Debbie Jensen
spgov@soroptimist.net
Governor Elect Tana Elizondo
spgovernorelect@soroptimist.net
Secretary Gail Dekreon
spsecretary@soroptimist.net
Treasurer Terry Hughes
sptreasurer@soroptimist.net
Parliamentarian Barbara Giambastini
spparliamentarian@soroptimist.net
District I Director Laura Cross
spdistrict1director@soroptimist.net
District II Director Bonnie White Silveria
spdistrict2director@soroptimist.net
District III Director Linda Silveira
spdistrict3director@soroptimist.net
SIA Summary:
http://www.soroptimistsummary.org/
Editor: Sylvia Payne smppa@comcast.net
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